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Item 2 (c) of the provisional agenda 

Operation and status of the Convention. Presentation, reporting, 
discussion and decision with regard to: Conclusions and recommendations 
related to the mandate of the Committee on Article 5 Implementation 


Report and Conclusions of the Committee on Article 5 
implementation’ 


Conclusions on the implementation of Article 5 by 
Afghanistan 


Submitted by the Committee on Article 5 Implementation (Ecuador, 
Ireland, Poland and Zambia) 


I. Progress in implementation 


kK Afghanistan reported that in 2014, it released 161 areas known or suspected to 
contain anti-personnel mines, addressing a total of 27,456,673 square meters and destroying 
12,684 anti-personnel mines. The Committee concluded that this information was 
disaggregated according to area cleared, reduced and cancelled. 


oe The Committee concluded that the information provided by Afghanistan on progress 
in implementation allowed for comparability with that provided previously, particularly in 
its 2012 extension request. In this regard, the Committee concluded that between 30 June 
2012 and 31 December 2014, the number of areas known or suspected to contain anti- 
personnel mines had been reduced from 3,847 to 2,685 and the amount of area reduced 
from 289,400,000 square meters to 221,944,806 square meters. 


II. Clarity regarding remaining challenge 
ah The Committee concluded that Afghanistan had provided a high degree of clarity 


regarding its remaining challenge by providing a list of all remaining areas known or 
suspected to contain anti-personnel mines according to seven regions of the country. This 
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list included the number of areas known to contain anti-personnel mines and the number of 
areas suspected to contain anti-personnel mines in each region, and the estimated size of the 
area concerned per region. Afghanistan reported that, as of the end of 2014, 2,348 areas 
known to contain anti-personnel mines and 337 areas suspected to contain anti-personnel 
mines, totalling 221,944,806 square metres, remained to be addressed. 


4. The Committeealso concluded that Afghanistan included areas in which improvised 
explosive devices (IED) are recorded as having been abandoned as part of itsremaining 
Article 5 challenge. 


a Afghanistan also reported that the nationwide non-technical survey planned for the 
first two years of the extension request is ongoing with the aim of visiting all the recorded 
and unrecorded impacted communities for further validation of previous surveys. 
Afghanistan further reported that, as of December 2014, a total of 831 previously unknown 
hazards totalling 38.1 square kilometres had been identified. The Committee concluded that 
with survey activities ongoing, Afghanistan’sremaining challenge couldbe further clarified 
byproviding more precise information on the number of areas and size of these areas 
required to be addressed in the context of Article 5 obligations. 


National plans for clearance and survey 


6. Afghanistan provided a detailed plan in its 2012 extension request leading towards 
completion with this clearly indicating what geographical and quantified results are 
expected when, how, by whom and at what cost. The Committee concluded that, while 
progress has greatly surpassed that expected in the plan contained in the extension request, 
since the time of the request, Afghanistan has identified an additional 831 areas known or 
suspected to contain anti-personnel mines totalling 38.1 square kilometres. 


le Afghanistanindicated in its extension request that it would annually review its work 
plan and make any necessary adjustment. The Committee concluded that Afghanistan had 
provided an updated projection of the number of areas and amount of area to be cleared and 
reduced in each region and in each year between 2015 and 2022. Afghanistan also reported 
on other changes that had been made to its work plan on the basis of new information 
obtained as well as shortfalls in funding during the second year of its extension. The 
Committee concluded that, while Afghanistan anticipates releasing a considerable amount 
of area and number of areas annually leading to its deadline in 2022, the number of areas 
(2,079) and amount of area (196,089,000 square meters) fall short of the number of areas 
(2,348) and amount of area (221,944,806 square meters) that Afghanistan has reported as 
remaining to be addressed. 


8. In its extension request, Afghanistan reported that, in addition to anti-personnel 
mines, it faced challenges associated with anti-vehicle mines and other explosive remnants 
of war (ERW). In this regard, the Committee concluded that Afghanistan’s effort to 
implement Article 5 was only part of the totality of efforts required to address explosive 
hazards in Afghanistan. 


Efficient and expedient implementation 


vy In its 2012 extension request, Afghanistan provided a detailed description of its land 
release methods noting that these are undertaken in accordance with the United Nations’ 
International Mine Action Standards (IMAS) and specifying the criteria used to cancel land 
through technical and non-technical survey. Afghanistan reported that it has updated its 
Mine Action Standards in line with the updated IMAS on land release, as modified in July 
2013. 


VI. 
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Actions in accordance with plans in extension requests and decisions on 
them 


10. |The Committee recalled that the Twelfth Meeting of the States Parties (12MSP) had 
requested that Afghanistan provide updates with respect to a variety of commitments made 
and milestones contained in its extension request.The Committee concluded that 
Afghanistan was acting upon the decisions of the 12MSP which request Afghanistan to 
regularly inform the States Parties of non-technical survey and “village by village search” 
efforts, revisions to its work plan and reasons for these revisions. In providing this 
informationAfghanistan reported that ongoing conflict remains a major challenge 
threatening successful fulfilment of Article 5 commitments. 


11. |The Committee further concluded that Afghanistan had reported in 2015 in such a 
way that there was a high degree of comparability with respect to annual milestones for 
progress provided in its extension request. 


Mine risk reduction 


12. Afghanistan reported in detail on the actions it has taken to effectively exclude the 
population from areas known or suspected to contain anti-personnel mines. This has 
included ensuring appropriate marking of hazardous areas is carried out as well as 
providing mine risk education (MRE) to people living in the mine and other ERW impacted 
communities, returnees and internally displaced people. This is done through diverse 
methods including visits to communities, the media, UNHCR transit centres, mini-circus 
for children and cooperation with the Ministry of Education to include MRE in school 
curriculums. Afghanistan further reported that, in 2014, 2,978 civilians have fallenvictim to 
IEDs in Afghanistan out of which 925 were killed and 2,053 injured meaning that the 
number of civilian casualties from IEDs is about seven times that which resulted from 
landmines and ERW. Nearly 20 per cent of casualties are due to pressure plate IEDs which 
are de facto anti-personnel mines. 
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